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not maintain the independence which was the purpose of
the Algeciras Act. Germany must recognize these facts and
readjust her policy in accordance with them. After the
French have been in Fez a while, we shall ask in a friendly
way when they expect to withdraw. When they say that
they cannot withdraw, we shall say that we understand this
perfectly, but we cannot longer regard the Sultan as a sov-
ereign independent ruler as provided by the Act of Algeciras;
and since this is a dead letter, the Signatory Powers regain
their freedom of action. It will do no good to protest
against the French absorption of Morocco. We must there-
fore secure an object which will make the French ready to
give us compensations. Just as the French protect their
subjects in Fez, we can do the same for ours at Mogador
and Agadir by peacefully stationing ships there. We can
then await developments and see if the French will offer us
suitable compensations. If we get these, it will make up for
past failures and have a good effect on the coming elections
to the Reichstag.104
The Kaiser was persuaded to approve this policy, though
he ought to have foreseen that the modus operandi was,
dangerously analogous to' that of Billow and Holstein in
1905. He then departed for England to attend the unveil-
ing of a memorial to Queen Victoria. Here he was cordially
received, and got the impression that the English regarded
the French Morocco action with regret. Sir Ernest Cassel
and Ptince Louis of Battenberg hinted that they hoped that
German policy would not differentiate itself from that of
England. But the Kaiser and Bethmann saw no reason for
taking the hint, because Germany had not been consulted
by England about Morocco in 1904, nor by Russia at
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i05Bethmann7s memorandum, May 23; ibid., p. 120 f. Sir Edward
Grey, however, reminded the German Ambassador on May 22, that in
Moroccan questions England was bound by her agreement of 1904 to
support'France (ibid., p. 119; Siebert-Schreiner, p. 583).